158            JAMES BAIRD WEAVER

yers, editors, workingmen, and farmers, repre-
senting many different shades of political and
social reform. After the chairman of the
National Committee had called the conference
to order, Congressman Murch of Maine was
made permanent chairman. The purpose of
the meeting was to decide the time and place
for the next national nominating convention,
and after considerable discussion Chicago was
selected as the place and June 9th as the time.
Besides adopting the. usual resolutions the
conference endorsed Weaver's bill for the
equalization of soldiers' pay and bounties; but
immediately afterwards "Weaver himself ap-
peared and asked the withdrawal of the endorse-
ment, since in his opinion the matter was not
suitable for consideration at that time. His
request was promptly complied with.127

A few months later General Weaver was said
to favor G-eneral Benjamin F. Butler of Massa-
chusetts as the best man for the Greenbackers
to nominate for President; and Congressman
De La Matyr agreed with him, declaring that
with Butler as a candidate the election would be
thrown into the House and the Democrats
would vote for Butler in preference to a Ee-
publiean.128

Early in June, 1880, Weaver, Gillette, and
Senator David Davis of Illinois, had an ex-
tended conference in Washington upon the